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sharing and the prevention of war 


through democratic means to set our country right. WE HOLD this to be the 


INVINCED that the American answer for bo 


A REPORT on inner trends and forecasts of significant developments, dedicated to the preservation of the American way and a free democratic economy by the revival and extension of Christian 

by the revelation and correction of the causes of war. WE BELIEVE that if our society moves vigorously forward under the impulses of its Judaic-Christian 
traditions and concepts of truth, we will avoid the curse of violent change as represented by the evils of communism. WE ARE CO 
democratic socialism is a revitalized Christian capitalism that promotes closer management-worker cooperation, greater worker participation in ownership, profit-sharing, systems of pensions or 
security out of production and other forms of applied Christian sharing. WE STAND for our country, right or wrong, rejoicing when it is right 
country is being influenced into the wrong, we would seek 


th communism and 


but when authoritative evidence Indicates our 
ighest service to patriotism and to God. 





















A Responsible Press 
An important change — affect- 
ing the opinion shaping forces of 
ingesAmerica— is the recent purchase 
of the Times-Herald of Washington, 
D. C., by the Washington Post. 
Under the ownership of the Chi- 
cago Tribune-McCormick chain of 
@papers, the Times-Herald has been 
one of the most rabid reactionary, 
narrow-nationalistic press voices in 
America, whereas the Washington 
Post has been a reliable source of 
information in the capital. 

While the Washington Post has 
supported Eisenhower from the be- 
ginning it has also opposed the Mc- 
Carthy political cabal and the anti- 
Communist hysteria which has 
poisoned the atmosphere in the cap- 
ital during past months. Instead of 
joining the mob clamor when other 
Republican voices resorted to the 
lowest levels of exaggeration, dis- 
wa tortion and smearing to discredit 
> te and destroy popular support for the 
2, ™ Iruman administration, the Wash- 
Rigs ington Post criticized Truman 
sibs When he was wrong and supported 
riage him when he was right. Since the 
’ enlarged Washington Post will now 
jomm be the only morning paper in the 
. Ae capital city, its influence will be en- 
rigs hanced and the nation benefited by 
ion the pre-eminence of this sane and 
nt @) Fesponsible voice. 


mn’) GANDHI’S WORK and teach- 
fe ings were recently memorialized in 
7 two projects in India: At Wardha, 





. near Nagpur, Prime Minister Neh- 
a Tu dedicated the new Center for 
sin Gandhian Studies, which will have 
. an international house for students 
fo from different countries to study 


ye and exchange views on Gandhi’s 
fe philosophy. In a statement that will 
, attract some attention from close 
| followers of the Mahatma, Nehru 
nets Said his belief had lately been 
role Strengthened that “only by adher- 
an@y ing to the principles laid down by 
fa Mahatma Gandhi can we make 
008 Progress and serve our motherland 
as well as the world.” 


X-Ray and Forecast 


ENEVA IN PREVIEW: “East is East and West is West and never 
the twain shall meet” sang the poet of Empire. But they are meeting 
in Geneva —in a conference over problems of Korea and Indochina. 
As you read the headlines, keep these facts in mind: millions in 
Asia have accepted communism chiefly because it provides an effective 
instrument for ending white domination of Asia; they have accepted a 
native Communist tyranny as a means of displacing white domination. 
(Contrary to our own propagandists, the most authoritative observers are 
convinced that Russia’s place in Asia is that of an uneasy mentor in an 
unstable alliance rather than one of domination, as explained in Robert 
Payne’s book Mao Tse-tung, published by Schuman, and in Nathaniel Pef- 
fer’s article in the N. Y. Times Magazine, Aug. 10, 1952.) This ending of 
white domination is the main factor in the Communist expansion in Asia 
to which much of the West remains wilfully blind. 


THE WAR IN INDOCHINA was for 3 years a war of independ- 
ence between the rebellious people of Indochina and their French over- 
lords, with communism no factor in the conflict until 1950. To this hour 
the French colonial bosses are still hedging on the issue of independence, 
resulting in a widespread belligerency among the very people upon whom 
the French must depend for support in combating the Communist armies, 
making victory impossible—and the present stalemate inevitable. Also the 
graft and corruption existing in the French manipulation of Indochina’s 
war economy, involving millions in American aid, beggars description. 
(See BTL, Apr. 15, 53.) By pouring American blood and treasure into 
such a situation, will we stop communism? 

OUR REPRESENTATIVES at Geneva are going into the confer- 
ence like a stone mason working with one arm bound, tied by a powerful 
bloc of arch-conservative, super-nationalists in the Senate who blindly 
ignore the main historic factors briefly noted above and who are prepared 
to wreck any agreement that does not conform to their views. Moreover, 
these views are not particularly their own, but are the direct expression of 
the powerful oil, tin, rubber and shipping cartels that operate in the mur- 
ky half-light of dollar diplomacy surrounding the State Department, the 
White House and Congress. 

PROGRESS AT GENEVA will depend on the West’s recognition 
of the impassioned desires of the people of Asia for political and econom- 
ic independence, a desire which has now unfortunately enmeshed them in 
the coils of communism. Through a larger understanding of the people 
of Asia, prompted by a spirit of Christian goodwill and Christian sharing, 
we could open paths of mutual interest and cooperation that would enable 
us to draw them away from the false and poisonous allures of Marxism 
into new fruitful associations with the West. The magnificent economic 
and material achievements of America and the freedom of the West, give 
us every advantage at the bargaining table, if these advantages are not 
dissipated by selfish interests, political bigotry and military extremism. 


HE NEXT 90 DAYS will be very critical. Many leading economists 

are now conceding that we are really in a recession. The more opti- 
mistic forecast that the usual spring pick-up due in April, May and June 
will snap us out of it. If not, there can be no recovery until fall and 
then a miracle may be needed to reverse the year-long trend downward. 
Here is a quick review from top economic sources concerning 


present conditions: A surplus of labor exists now in 85 per cent of Amer- 
(continued on NEXT page) 


Women At Work 


Some old problems are solved — 
some new ones posed by the great 
new surge of women into the labor 
force within the past decade. It is 
questionable as to how wise it is 
for women to work during the pe- 
riod when they are raising their 
families— as millions now do, 
often to the detriment of both the 
children and the communities at 
large. On the other hand, useful 
work is desirable and often neces- 
sary for the woman whose family is 
grown — first, that society may 
benefit by her abilities; second, 
that she may have a useful place in 
society; third, that she may con- 
tribute toward her own old age se- 
curity not only by direct payment 
but also by being able to accumulate 
savings after the years when she 
spent everything on her family. 


The UN report on economic op- 
portunities for the older women 
workers estimated that in the U.S. 
last year, older women made up 
56 per cent of the female labor 
force, as contrasted to figures for 
1890, when the average age of 
women workers was 25, and 1950 
when it had advanced to 37. It is 
predicted that by 1975 most wom- 
en workers will be from 35 to 54. 

But such shifts require parallel 
shifts in attitudes on the part of 
employers toward the over-40 work- 
er. They also require adjustments 
in pension fund set-ups which fre- 
quently penalize employers who 
hire older workers. It will also be 
important to recognize the special 
skills of older workers, along with 
their greater reliability and dis- 
cipline which often balance the 
greater quickness and adaptability 
of the younger worker. 

The entire question of compul- 
sory retirement at 60 or 65 is also 
being restudied with the aim of 
measuring aptitudes of older peo- 
ple for various types of work. 

Eventually more avenues of edu- 


cation should be opened for educa- 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





Women At Work 


(continued) 
tion or re-education of the wom- 


an who has been out of the labor 
force during her years of child- 
raising. Thus would she have op- 
portunity, maturity and incentive 
to choose a field for which she has 
both qualifications and concern — 
and the expectation of useful, inter- 
esting years ahead would take the 
stigma from those long years after 
the children are grown. 


WOMEN TRAFFIC POLICE: 
Women are serving successfully as 
traffic police in 20 cities of the 
U. S., and the trend is toward an 
increased number of women in such 
work because their alertness has 
lifted traffic law enforcement to 
new high levels. In still other cities 
exploration is now being made of 
the use of civilians, probably wom- 
en, to supervise the parking meter 
program and as school crossing 
guards. Cities of the South have 
used more women traffic police 
than elsewhere because of the great- 
er scarcity of men for police work, 
but Seattle, Evansville, Indiana, 
Phoenix and Philadelphia also use 
women traffic police. 


Railroads & Mr. Young 

What’s behind the Robert R. 
Young-New York Central financial 
battle? Mr. Young made a fortune 
early in life and retired. Bored with 
retirement, he sought financial ad- 
venture — some way to invest his 
money where he could also pro- 
mote changes beneficial to the 
American people. He finally select- 
ed the railroad business. The gist of 
Mr. Young’s efforts to gain control 
over the great New York Central 
system center on these objectives: 
to free the railroads from the stran- 
glehold of monopoly banking cor- 
porations wherein a few Wall 
Street financial houses have gained 
such control over railroad financing 
that they could prevent open bid- 
ding on railroad bonds, and thus 
perpetuate their monopoly. These 
same investors thus exercised suf- 
ficient control over railroad man- 
agement as to direct railroad oper- 
ations — for investment profits first, 
with efficient transportation and de- 
velopment secondary. 

As a result, Mr. Young charges, 
railroad management is uniform- 
ly archaic, most equipment is out- 
of-date (freight trains still do not 
use roller bearings!). Railroads have 
been progressively going broke in 
the past because of this inefficien- 
cy which not only slows freight 
handling and enables the trucking 
industry to take over the movement 
of the country’s goods, but has 
priced passenger service right out 
of the market. 

Mr. Young believes the railroads 
can enormously increase the pas- 
senger business by offering rede- 


signed, faster, lighter passenger 
(continued third col., THIS page) 








X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


ica’s industrial areas. Only a year ago there were numerous industrial cen- 
ters where labor shortages still existed, but today between 3,700,000 and 
4,000,000 are unemployed. In 114 cities throughout the nation there has 
been a 50 per cent drop in help-wanted advertisements with only skilled 
and specialized crafts still having to advertise for help. Department store 
sales, a dependable barometer of economic conditions, took a drop from 
8 to 12 per cent during the last year over most of the country. Business 
is still good in spots but the spots are getting further apart. 

IF THIS TREND CONTINUES, it will bring into sharp focus 
some conflicting economic philosophies — issues that will go far to de- 
termine the nature of our economic life for the next century. The Repub- 
lican business administration is staking all on using tax relief to free cor- 
porate cash reserves for re-investment in business enterprise with the be- 
lief that this will increase business activity and promote employment. It’s 
the 19th century capitalist philosophy, “What’s good for business is good 
for the people.” If it works now, we can relax and look forward to an- 
other generation of fairly prosperous days for all, for the country is grow- 
ing and our resources are still considerable. 

But other economists are warning that the problem is not increas- 
ed business production, but the need for increased purchasing power, a 
purchasing power now diminishing through unemployment. As one econo- 
mist explained to your editor, “The remedy they are trying now will eith- 
er cure us or kill us. In a nutshell — will a boost in business investments 
create enough new jobs to restore the public’s purchasing power, or will 
it increase our surplus of goods and greatly accelerate downward trends?” 

LAST CHANCE: Big business leadership is in the saddle and their 
job is to make laissez-faire capitalism work. It’s their last chance; if they 
can’t, what next? Will some left-wing labor government take over? Many 
leading business men and labor leaders think so, and some of the latter 
are grooming themselves for it. But after surveying the attitudes of lead- 
ing economists, especially those with spiritual insight, we still do not feel 
this will happen. It’s not that simple — the trend is deeper, more historic. 

THE MILITARIZED-INDUSTRIAL STATE: Our forecast is 
that we are heading for something very different — an entirely new eco- 
nomic era. As we have outlined for years, there’ll be no prolonged 
depression; decisive changes will come first. Our business and government 
leaders know that if American capitalism fails and millions roam the 
streets without work, the whole free-world economy will collapse, and 
nothing will save Europe and Asia from a Communist sweep. The Rus- 
sian army won’t need to move — communism will win by default. We be- 
lieve the American public senses this and is thus in no mood to endure 
leaf-raking or the plague of relief rolls. Instead of left-wingers’ leading 
the way, large business interests will be the first to cry out for govern- 
ment action in case business starts to sink below survival-profit levels. 
When the workers and farmers demand government aid, charges of “so- 
cialism,” “welfareism,” even “communism,” are lifted. When large busi- 
ness interests start seeking government support, it will be done with dig- 
nified pronouncements concerning the “responsibility of government to- 
wards the maintenance of productivity for our national security.” We 
outlined recently how the present close tie between big business and our 
big military government could bring this. This trend has already appeared. 

THE SCRAP IRON INDUSTRY is very vital, a key supplier for 
the nation’s steel mills and foundries, which are all tied closely to our 
military strength, as are other metals, rubber, chemicals, automobiles, 
railroads, air transport. But scrap iron is the first major industry to be- 
come really depression-ridden. Scrap iron dealers face a drop in volume 
of almost 50 per cent. Prices have fallen 45 per cent, employment has 
been cut by one-third, and 20-25 per cent cut from wages and salaries 
of employees and management. What are the scrap iron brethren doing? 
They’re demanding that the Government do something “to aid, to stabi- 
lize, to support” the scrap iron and pig iron business! Congressmen who 
come from Minnesota, Indiana and Pennsylvania, where ore, scrap and 
steel production centers, are already busily determining what the govern- 
ment can do. (See AP, March 14, 15.) 

SO IF A DEPRESSION GROWS, with our leadership facing the 
realization that we don’t dare have a depression, we'll confront one of the 
most crucial tasks in our history. Business and labor, Republicans and, 
Democrats will need a new unity and devotion to the commonweal. We’ll 
need much more than the McCarthy hysterics which have characterized 
our national behavior in past months. We’ll have to tackle something 
bigger than making mountains out of the junior molehill from Wisconsin. 

We will be moving out of the free individual capitalism of the 
past 150 years into the new managed economy of the technological-indus- 
trial military state, just as our Western civilization was pushed by the in- 
dustrial revolution out of the mercantilism of the 16th and 17th centuries. 
As long as East-West tensions exist the state will be under military dom- 

(continued on NEXT page) 

































































Railroads & Mr. You, 


(continued) : 
trains that go from Coast-to-co, 
and border-to-border without tray 
fer—all at much cheaper fap” 


Per 
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Lighter and somewhat longer trai, he i 
r learnit 

can be operated much more chey - 


ly and can carry a full pay loy 
Win or lose, Mr. Young will likey 
instigate one of the most importa 
revolutions in American transpo, 
tation history. 
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Permanent Draft? 
Universal Military Training, , | 
distinct from universal ml wo 
service, is politically dead for th” but the 1 
time being. However, an effort wi” 
be made to secure passage of; 
permanent Universal Service lay 
drafting men for two years plus r 
serve duty of 6 to 8 years. Thoy 
opposed to conscription (whic 
would bring all American yout 
under domination of  militay 
thought and attitudes) will need ty 
begin to educate and work agans 
such a tightening of the presex a 
draft law when it expires next yea)” necks, ‘I 
One indication that a campaig)) -, easily 
against draft extension is possibky ,aware 
is the resolution adopted by th The | 
National Grange recently: “We — 
affirm our resolute opposition ti) wees 
universal military training. We fe pohocts 
vor the use of the selective servie) °" a 
system in national emergencies. Wi polis , 
recommend that, upon the expin —— 
tion of the present Selective Train be = 9 
ing and Service Act in 1955, peace, '"8¢l¥ 
time military conscription be abay ™"S | 
doned in favor of our tradition)“ 7 
voluntary rather than compulson a. _ 
military service.” name 
SCIENTISTS ALSO WARN) “0% 


jam, an 
smoothn 
short pt 
years agi 
branches 
day ther 
regated 

that the 
this June 
and figh 


: . : tion wi 
against universal service. H. A NEC 
Meyerhoff, head of the Scientific COLL] 


Manpower Commission, has pro 
tested the shortage of scientists ani) Court | 
engineers. He pointed to the shorty) SU¢ 10 | 
age of 40,000 engineers and betwee @ Sou 
5,000 and 10,000 scientists, ani — 
blamed the draft for most of th os 
shortage. Out of a survey of 33 “8° 3 
science departments in 19 differ a sta 
ent schools in 12 states, it was dis own 
covered that about 100 graduate 7 a 
students had been drafted, despite .- 
educational deferments. ; . 

New graduate students dropped :° pr 
from 11,721 in 1951-52 to onli) \ iP 
about 8,000 in 1952-53, accordin -e” 
to a report published by the Natior- aa i 
al Science Foundation. Mr. Meyer “tia 
hoff commented, “Recently at Bos aia 
ton a national official of Selectiv at 2 
Service mentioned that the princ- ‘ ah 
ple of universal military service was we? : 
established at Plymouth in 1620, “~ 
and contended that it should ®))°\ 
carried on. Perhaps he forgot thal ” 
in 1954 we are not fighting Indians 





Our very survival now depends 0 ride 
. tal nu 

our science and technology, and Wy in th 
should act accordingly.” pain 
While military officials demand Hen 
that no youth be exempt from rou m4 
tine military training service, mere 


(continued first col., NEXT page) 



















“ ~=Permanent Draft? 


(continued) 

du" Tmight be well to recall that Russia 
iis putting accent on scientific train- 
ltwling, exempting all students of high- 
ti or learning from army training. 





“ap e 
vf Race Equality 
It is ironic that the church has 
a lagged behind every other group in 
a ending racial segregation — while 
‘military, athletic and labor organ- 
izations have all forged ahead with 
positive practical programs that im- 
‘plement the theory of race equality. 
Athletics and labor pioneered, 
but the military really broke the ice 
jam, and did it with incredible 
‘smoothness and in an amazingly 
ishort period of time. Just eight 
: years ago, segregation existed in all 
0% branches of the armed services. To- 
lt} Jay there are almost no more seg- 
"regated units, and it is expected 
4) that there will be none at all by 
th this June. Negroes and whites march 


so easily that many citizens are still 
unaware that it is a fact today. 
| The last race barrier within the 
| military establishment—segregated 
schools for children of servicemen 
on Southern posts —is now to be 
‘abolished as Washington orders 
) mixed schools in all posts. This can 
be enforced because Federal funds 
largely support schools for service- 
"men’s children even where these 
are operated by local school agen- 
cies; in states where local school 
agencies will not operate mixed 
‘schools, the U. S. Office of Educa- 
‘tion will run the schools. 
NEGROES IN SOUTHERN 
“COLLEGES: While the Supreme 
Court considers the segregation is- 
sue in public schools, the color line 
‘in Southern colleges is making an 
orderly retreat. Already over 2,000 
Negro students are enrolled in col- 
leges and universities in 17 South- 
ern states and in the District of Co- 
lumbia— most of them in the 
graduate or professional schools, 
though some are undergraduates. 
| The transition has been made in 
ej 4 mannerly way without disorder 
jy OF tension, even in cases where the 
ot Negroes eat in the student cafe- 
- “etlas, attend athletic events and, 
| to a lesser degree, social functions. 
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Even such institutions as the Uni- 
versity of Virginia and the Univer- 
c-, Silty of Kentucky report that facul- 
asp 'Y, White students and Negroes have 
0, adjusted to the transition naturally 
te 22d with almost no comment or 
awkwardness. Numerically, of 
x COUrse, 2,000 Negro students is 
- only a minute proportion in the to- 
" ‘al number of white college students 

in the South—and a small per- 
nj centage of Negro students at the 
ve college level, 100,000 of whom at- 
im (end the 105 Negro colleges and 
_ ff universities in the South. 


. 


AND NOW 


























X-Ray and Foreeast = (continued) 


inance; the new electronic technological developments, which are just be- 
ginning to be felt, will mark the next big revolution within our industrial 
system (with one skilled man operating the controls of an electronic as- 
sembly line where formerly 100 men worked). That all this will largely 
move our free enterprise economy towards a “managed” economy becomes 
inevitable. Whether this will bring further advancement, or enmesh us in 
a soulless mechanistic order that can result only in tyranny, depends en- 
tirely upon our spiritual values. What happens in our churches will mat- 
ter much more than developments in our banks, laboratories and gov- 
ernment offices. 


OES HYDROGEN MEAN SECURITY? The whole American de- 
fense system is in a shambles as a result of the recent hydrogen 
bomb tests. Military pressure has endeavored to suppress the facts, which 
is a flagrant violation of all democratic principles and Christian concepts 
of truth and justice. Dr. James Beckerley of the Atomic Energy Commis- 
sion, responsible for classifying nuclear data, warned recently (N. Y. 
Times, March 17) that the current ostrich-like attitude about atomic se- 
crets can lead to catastrophe. Said Dr. Beckerley, “It’s time to quit kid- 
ding ourselves about atomic secrets and time to stop believing that So- 
viet scientists are incompetent, and that they can only learn what their 
spies can steal from us — the misconception that has been used to justify 
the exorbitant secrecy of atomic development in America.” 

SOME OF THE FACTS that every American citizen should know 
are: (1) Hydrogen bombs are not only incalculably more powerful and de- 
structive than had been anticipated, but they are much cheaper and easier 
to make. (2) Both the U. S. and Russia have considerably larger H-bombs 
to test than those recently demonstrated. Moreover, unlike the A-bomb, 
the hydrogen bomb can be expanded to any size. (3) As Einstein and oth- 
er scientists once warned might be the case, the H-bomb not only creates 
inestimable pressure that could start a global conflagration, but, as they 
also warned, we know now that it will release vast clouds of poisonous 
vapors and ash which are beyond man’s control. A nation that uses the 
hydrogen bomb may suddenly find that changing air currents have car- 
ried the poisonous aftermath of the attack back upon itself. A hydrogen 
bomb dropped on Pittsburgh, Youngstown or Buffalo would also expose 
the crowded cities of the Eastern seaboard to the death clouds. A hydro- 
gen bomb dropped on Kansas City or Chicago would not only destroy 
those industrial areas but the poisonous aftermath would blight much of 
the Midwest. Four hydrogen bombs would incapacitate the whole West 
Coast. (See U. S. News, March 26, for some of these details.) (4) As some 
young military scientists informed us months ago, we are living in days 


when long cherished formulas of military defense and equipment on land, 
(continued on NEXT page) 


McCarthy: The Record 


BTL is one of the few sources 
of information which has from the 
first persistently reported the men- 
acing elements in the McCarthy 
personality and techniques, even 
when to do so was very unpopular. 
Now with a general awakening and 
alarm, these salient facts should 
be kept in mind: 


McCarthy is by no means defeat- 
ed as a potent political force in this 
country for his vaunted aim of driv- 
ing communism out of America is 
not and has never been his sincere 
“life cause,” as he has pretended, 
for not very long ago he ea- 
gerly accepted communistic support 
when he first ran for Congress in 
Wisconsin! Since he has demon- 
strated his political cunning and 
power in building that blind fren- 
etic following characteristic of dem- 
agoguery, he will quickly switch 
to any cause that offers him politi- 
cal gain. 

While he has collected some im- 
portant oil wealth to his standard, 
McCarthy has also made a strong 
appeal to the wrong - side - of - the- 
track animus. He is the champ of 
the “regular guy,” putting scien- 
tists, professors and “highbrow 
stripe-pants diplomats” in their 
places. To this he now adds the 
army brass. 

He could easily uncouple the ca- 
boose of millionaires, old guarders 
of both political parties, disgruntled 
fundamentalists of all religions who 
have been riding in his train — 
and hook on to the problem of un- 
employment. Watch for the follow- 
ing signs of such a switch: If 10 
million men get out of work in this 
country, he could spring to “the de- 
fense of hungry Americans who 
are being exploited by foreign 
(Jewish) capital imbedded in Amer- 
ican financial-industrial life.” (For 
although the senator has used one 
or two rootless, opportunist young 
Jews in his current facade, he’ll 
drop them promptly without a fare- 
thee-well when it suits his purpose, 
for he is known to be anti-Semitic 
and is surrounded and supported 
by the most virulent anti-Semites 
our country has known in 50 years.) 
Labor leaders have already ex- 
pressed concern that in case of a de- 
pression McCarthy will pull this big 
switch and pose as “the champion 
of the working classes.” 

The next point of importance is 
the record —for McCarthy has 
several marks on his record that 
would ordinarily unseat him. This 
fact has now been verified by his 
own legal action. When former 
Senator William Benton of Con- 
necticut led a Senate investigation 
of McCarthy’s behavior in and out 
of office, Mr. Benton did not hesi- 
tate to state the findings of his com- 
mittee in public, although the com- 


mittee findings were white-washed 
(continued first col., NEXT page) 





McCarthy: The Record 
(continued) 

in the Senate. As a result of Mr. 
Benton’s public statements concern- 
ing McCarthy’s record, the Wiscon- 
sin legislator brought a libel and 
slander suit against Mr. Benton for 
2 million dollars. Then, when Mc- 
Carthy had squeezed all possible 
publicity out of the news that he 
was suing Benton for 2 million dol- 
lars, his attorneys let the case lag. 
But Mr. Benton called McCarthy’s 
bluff and has recently pressed for 
settlement of the case to the point 
where McCarthy either had to sub- 
mit to questioning in the court or 
drop the charges. Rather than sub- 
mit to the court’s examination of 
his record, McCarthy dropped the 
charges! (See AP and UP news re- 
leases, Mar. 2 and 3.) 

What is the McCarthy record 
that he would not face in court? 
(1) McCarthy has repeatedly pre- 
sented himself as a war hero, pub- 
licly stated that he had ten pounds 
of shrapnel in his leg (N. Y. Her- 
ald Tribune, Nov. 2, ’52). The rec- 
ord shows that the only injury he 
suffered in the war was during a 
prank at sea when his ship crossed 
the equator. (2) He demanded that 
he be awarded medals for his hero- 
ism in military service, and in pres- 
suring the Marine Corps for med- 
als he also claimed 30 missions. 
The Marine Corps records indicate 
only nine (Washington Post, Mar. 
13), and even these were flown as 
an observer — in other words, as a 
passenger —rather than a com- 
batant as the senator claimed. Mc- 
Carthy finally got his medals 
through political pressure, which 
at the time created a scandal in 
military circles. (3) He repeatedly 
claimed in his campaigns that he 
was enlisted as a private and “rose 
in the ranks” when the records 
show he actually entered the serv- 
ice as a commissioned officer. 
(4) He accepted $10,000 from the 
Lustron Corp. (for a booklet) while 
he, as a senator, was serving on a 
committee passing on policies of 
the Federal agency lending millions 
of dollars to that corporation! Any 
other congressman would have been 
recalled in disgrace for such action. 
(5) He had his bank note endorsed 
by a Washington lobbyist and im- 
mediately championed a sugar con- 
trol measure of vital interest to that 
lobbyist. (6) He had to be required 
by the Wisconsin Tax Commission 
to pay more than $2,700 delin- 
quent income taxes and interest or 
face arrest. (7) He was severely 
censored by the Wisconsin Su- 
preme Court, when he was a Coun- 
ty Judge, for destroying evidence 
in an important case. He was found 
by this same court to have violat- 
ed his oath as a lawyer and a judge 
and consequently was charged by 
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sea and air are becoming obsolete in the awesome light of the hydrogen 
experiments. Navies cannot operate without great bases, drydocks, repair 
shops, fuel, food, ammunition supplies. Within 48 hours of warfare, no 
belligerent power will have a navy base left. Then what of the floating 
steel mammoths at sea with thousands of men aboard, soon without fuel, 
food, supplies? No fleets dare assemble in war again — no such armadas 
as assaulted the beachheads at Okinawa or Normandy. 

All offensive tactics on land since the art of war began have cen- 
tered on the concentration of power for attack to crack the enemy front; 
while defense focuses on dividing the attacking force so it can be encircled 
by counter-attack and destroyed. Now, the concentration for attack 
invites utter annihilation; to disperse one’s forces still makes a break- 
through and encirclement inevitable. Everything is cancelled out, as in 
the story we once heard in Russia of the quarrelling, drunken brothers- 
in-law who agreed to end their dispute when one proposed, “I'll shoot 
you, then shoot myself, and we’ll go home.” 

And now, with the development of guided missiles — small and 
large, short range, long range, ground to sky, sky to ground, sea to shore 
— hastening week-by-week towards perfection, bringing any target in the 
world within the reach of any major power, it simply makes junk of much 
current military training, tactics and equipment. The military whose ca- 
reers and promotions are involved deny this vigorously for obvious reasons. 

To the military this is a nightmare, to the peace-maker it is a new 
era charged with hope, for war’s insanity and the futility of violence can 
no longer be disguised by chivalry, patriotism or heroics. 


THE CONTRADICTIONS AND FUTILITY of the current mili- 
tary extremism is further highlighted by several facts associated with the 
hydrogen bomb: (1) It is most unlikely that the Russians would have done 
much with the A and H bombs if left to themselves. All authorities agree 
that after the great losses of World War II, the U.S.S.R. has been strain- 
ing its industrial capacity and resources to maintain its conventional military 
strength and provide sufficient goods to keep a resentful population from 
exploding, hence would hardly have undertaken these projects with such 
sacrifice and haste except under the lash of necessity, a necessity created 
by our own hasty atomic efforts. With the mad atomic race retarded, the 
world would have been given time to mature politically, intellectually 
and spiritually, for the atom age — a maturity now so greatly needed. 

(2) Now that we both have the hydrogen bombs, the U. S. has al- 
most all the hydrogen targets! We have numerous industrial centers and 
harbors that would justify an H attack. But Russia has only one, two at 
the most, for the Soviets’ industrial economy and populations are so much 
less centralized, so much more widely diffused. 

(3) Our overemphasis and dramatization of atomic power has also 
handed the Communists the greatest propaganda weapon in the history 
of the East-West struggle. Russian propaganda is reminding millions of 
people in the neutral world that the Soviet tests were made unannounced, 
deep within their own domain, while the U. S. experiments on territory 
not their own, making victims of other people. Few Americans realize 
how the millions of Asia have abhored everything about atom bombs 
since the days of the Hiroshima and Nagasaki catastrophes. All the rest 
of the world has been conscious of the fact that the atom bombs were not 
needed to win the Japanese war, that the emperor was already trying to 
surrender when the atom bombs were dropped on Japanese cities. (See 
Look, May 23 and 30, 1950, for the navy record; also Admiral Ernest J. 
King’s book, “A Navy Record,” publ. by Norton, ’52). Thus it is not hard 
for the Communists to use our dramatic experiments in an effective fol- 
low-up. It was no sentimentalist, but the tough-minded naval officer and 
military expert of the N. Y. Times, Hanson W. Baldwin, who wrote his 
conviction on Sept. 12, 1945, after Hiroshima and Nagasaki that “The 
U. S. has sacrificed its moral leadership of the world.” 

OUT OF THE LION — HONEY. Out of the very mouth of this 
destroyer emerges the realization that war is now too destructive for any 
national leadership to seek it wilfully as a means of settling international 
disputes. It is an axiom of history that rulers will not start a war if they 
do not have confidence in victory. This axiom, we rejoice to add, has 
now been firmly acknowledged by Russia, for on March 13 Premier Mal- 
enkov warned that a new war with modern arms means the destruction 
of world civilization. His words, describing the perils of war in an 
atomic age, were the sternest and broadest that have been delivered by 
Soviet spokesmen since nuclear weapons came into being. 

In the Bulletin of Atomic Scientists (Dec. ’53), a noted nuclear 
scientist stated that we are not strong because of military measures alone 
“but because we are a people of deep faith — faith in our free institutions, 
faith in our fellow-countrymen, faith in a divine power greater far than 


that of man.” 
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